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HE KOREAN ALPHABDET.
II.

In the former paper T gave a hint as to the probable origia
of the Korean alphalet as deduced from the external evidence
alone. The argument was largely a ncgative one, proving that,
as it was highly improbable that tLe Forcans bhad access to
the Mongolian alphabet or any other alphabet of northern Asia,
they must have either orizinatad thz alphabet in toto or else
have taken &s their model the Thibetan alphabet with which
they must have been mors or less familiar owing to the exis-
tence of many Duddhist books, in Thibetan, in the monasteries
of the peninsula. The whole of the external evidence in the
case points to such an origin; Lut it Lecomes now our duty
. 1o open the alpbabet iiself and with it the other alphalets
¢f Asia after which iy any pessibility it might bave been
modelled ard from a comparison of these reach whatever enn-
clusion we may.

For this pnrpose 1 have tabulated the Korean, Mandchon,
Thibetan amd Sanscrit alphabets, not fully, to be sure, nor with
perfect accuracy for it is almost impossible to find a common
translitcraticy Jor these four ulphabets which will be accurate
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for each. I have omitted the Japanese Kana as Leing quite
cut of the question. That isa thorovgh-going syllabary and
no alphabet, and furthermore it is practically impossible to
conceive that the Koreans were in any degree acquainted with
that system. I have given the Mandchou instead of the Mon-
gol alphabet, bocause it is practicilly the same as the Mongol
aad servesas a type of the alpkabets of the Northern Turanian
group i. e. the Ouigour, Mongolian and Mandchourian. The
Thibetan prescnts considerable difficulties owing tu the fact that
it is partially eyllabic like the Japanese. The vowel @ is
always understood where no other is expressed and some let-
ters depend for their sound upon their position in the word.
I give the Sanscrit because it is barely possible that Korean
enveys- 10 Narking may have met with it there and because
there are-truces of it in Korea, one or two monasteries pos-
sessing Sanscrit inscriptious and fragments of Buddhist books
in Sanscrit..

Referring then to the table the first thing we notice is that
the Korean letters are, as a rule, angular. The circle which
is used with each of the vowels and in connection with the
letter h was originally not a ciicle Lut a triangle. I have
verified this by reference to a large nnmber of old Korean works
in which the triangle was invariably used. It is correct then
to affirm that the Korcan alphabet is distinct'y angular. In
this it differs widely from the other three alphabets tabulated.
The reason of this angularity is easily found and forms no bar
to the posible origin of tha Korcan alphabet from soy one
of them. The Chinese square character had. been used in
Korea for upward of twenty six conturies and the method of
writiog had hecome so fixed that it was a foregoue conclusion
that the new alphabet wonld take an angular shape whatever
ruay have been the model. The Korean alphabet then is an an-
gularone and in this repect differs radically from both the Man-
chou, Thibetan and Sanscrit. The Manchou letters are at-



































































































