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FLYING COMMENTS.
I. ANDROMEDA.

AT whatever point he may touch the peninsula the eye
of the traveller can hardly fail to be enchanted with the
placid beaonty of the scens. Coming from the teeming
coasts of either China or Japan the absence of animation
from the face of the waters would stamp Korea with a
character of its own, while the background of pale blue
hills combines well with the dreamy archipelago and the
monotonous diapason of the rushing tide to narcotize the
senses and induce reverie rather than observation. The land
of morning calm is, after all, no myth.

Though every new. country is attractive, the discovery—
using the word in its dramatic sense—of a nation with a his-
tory, a literature, and a polity, at the end of this self-sufficing
century of ours has not perhaps impressed the civilized world
quite so much as might bave been expected. One reason for

. this may possibly be that the deeper students of human history
and development wait for the philological experts to supply them
with the key to the treasures which may: be locked up in ths
legendary lore of the newly discovered people, and they are n
no hurry, believing, with Mark Twain, that  these old countxis
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wait till after breakfast.” The pioneer of commerce, on the other-
hand, is in these latter days, under somewhat of a Lank of cloud,
oracloud of banks,in the Far East, which the reputed wealth of
the hermit kingdom is insufficient $o penetrate with sunlight.

The reservo of the naturalists is less easy to account for;
those intrepid fellows who compass sea and land to gain a new
moth, who brave trpical jungles and deadly swamps in the
pursuit of knowledge, seem a little bit shy of this new field of
research.

From one cause or another the representatives of the
western nations who bave availed themselves of the opening
of Korea to the world have, so far, been of a curiously restrict-
ed assortment, which of itself gives a special interest to the
new experiment in international life which is being tried in
this country. “The visitors from abroad—foreign residents as
they ‘call themselves—may in fact by a slight stretch of the
meaniag of the word, be all grouped into the one class of
Missionary. That word alone supplies the stranger with a key
to the doings of the foreigners and to the peculiar relations ex-
isting between them and the native officials and people.

The great Missionaty invasion divides itsclf easily into
three sections, the political, the religious, and the personal.
Foreigners in the gross seem to come to Korea with a Mission,
to teach and to reform.

In the full-blown pride of western civilization, whose su-
perlative excellences wust never for a moment be questioned,
they start off witk the convenient assumption that the whols
Pprevious existence of Korea for the hundreds or tRousands of
years of it3 history has been a necessary, unavoidable mistske,
which, however, must now be rectified without further delay.
Consequent on this view of things every mother’s son who

lands on these shores commerces a course of lectures and object-
lessons to the untutored natives.





























































































