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1. Course Description and Objectives

The overarching goal of this course is to prepare students to do research in international relations by providing them with a theoretical background in the field. Therefore, this course provides an overview of an array of theories of international relations, from the major debate of (neo)realism vs. (neo)liberalism to the more recent challenge to rationalist explanations by constructivism, to more "radical" challengers such as (neo)Marxism and feminist IR theory. We will also examine contending theoretical approaches to some key issues in IR. Through in-depth discussion, students will explore, compare and debate the merits of theories to develop a solid grasp of the different theoretical perspectives and to establish their own theoretical preferences.
2. Course Requirements and Evaluation
The format of this course shall be basically a seminar mixed with lecture. Thus, active participation of students in class discussion is most encouraged. Needless to say, all students are expected to have finished their required reading assignment prior to each session. All readings MUST be completed by the class session for which they are assigned. They will be necessary background for lectures and discussion, and you will be held responsible for them, both in class and on exams. Minimum requirements for students are:

(1) Seminar Participation and Presentation (25%): You are expected to attend each seminar and regularly participate in discussions. Participation is encouraged and REQUIRED in this class. Your participation is essential to the smooth and efficient running of the class. The intention is to run the class as an advanced seminar, where students will engage in an open dialogue based on the readings assigned for that day. Thus, students are required to have completed the assigned readings before class and to participate in discussions on a regular basis. Failure to be properly prepared or a lack of engaged discussion will result in a significant reduction in the class grade (and overall class quality). My hope is that the classroom will contain an atmosphere in which ideas and opinions will be welcomed and addressed. As such, please note that you will be graded on a number of criteria beyond simple participation, under the rubric of "professionalism," which refers to factors such as attendance, promptness, courtesy, overall improvement, and other intangibles, to be evaluated and assigned at the discretion of the instructor.
Two seminar presentations (of course, the exact number of presentations, depending upon the number of attending students, is to be adjusted) are required in which you give an in-depth presentation of an assigned reading or set of readings. The length of presentation is preferably 30 minutes and should not exceed 40 minutes at maximum. Presentations should include a summary of the main arguments of the reading, a discussion of how the reading relates to the broader themes of the course, and questions for discussion. A one-page handout is also required. Whether or not the speaker is employing Microsoft PowerPoint during the presentation, s/he is required to distribute brief handouts (or synopsis) to fellow students and instructor prior to her/his presentation. Seminar assignments will be made during Week 3. 

(2) Mid-term and Final Exams (50%): This class will have two examinations, one in-class exam and the other take-home exam, each worth 25% of the final class grade. The mid-term exam is an in-class exam during our normal class time that will test your understanding of the theoretical approaches and concepts examined in the first half of the course. The final exam is a take-home exam that asks you to examine a particular theory in depth or apply a theoretical approach to a particular policy topic or evaluate explanatory power of contending theoretical approaches to the study of IR. Final exam essay will be due on the last class.
(3) “Literature Review/Theory” Paper (25%): You are required to submit A4 sized, 12 point-Times New Roman-font, double-spaced, approximately 10-page-long “literature review/theory” paper due at the beginning of class of the 14th week. This paper provides students with an opportunity to closely explore one particular theoretical question of interest, and the way in which authors from different theoretical perspectives have approached that question. Students will choose their topic in consultation with the instructor. Students are advised to consult instructor on their “literature review/theory” paper topic by the 5th session. Papers should address the nature of the problem/puzzle, discuss and evaluate the theoretical arguments involved, and, if possible, develop a testable hypothesis of one's own. Possible topics will be discussed in class. Further details will be distributed and/or discussed by the instructor in class. This paper is worth 25% of your overall class grade.

READING

Discussions will primarily focus on the readings marked with an asterisk * for each session. Throughout the course we will use the following books:
· [VK] Paul R. Viotti and Mark V. Kauppi, International Relations Theory: Realism, Pluralism, Globalism, and Beyond. 3rd Edition (Boston: Allyn & Bacon, 1999);
· [MS] Karen Mingst and Jack Snyder, Essential Readings in World Politics. Second Edition (New York: W. W. Norton & Co., 2004);
· Other required readings in the form of article and excerpt from book will be available in the format of photocopied course pack.
For background and also key topics of international relations, students are advised to consult the following recommended introductory textbooks for reference:

· John Baylis and Steve Smith eds., Globalization of World Politics: An Introduction to International Relations (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2001);
· B. Bueno de Mesquita, Principles of International Politics: People’s Power, Preferences, and Perceptions, 1st ed. (Washington D.C.: Congressional Quarterly Press, 2000);
· J. S. Goldstein, International Relations, 4th ed. (New York: Longman, 2001);
· C. W. Kegley and E. Wittkopf, World Politics: Trend and Transformation, 8th ed. (Boston: Vedford/St. Martin’s, 2001);
· B. Most and H. Starr, Inquiry, Logic, and International Politics (Columbia: University of South Carolina Press, 1989);
· J. L. Ray, Global Politics, 7th ed. (New York: Houghton Mifflin, 1999);
· B. Russett, H. Starr, and D. Kinsella, World Politics: The Menu for Choice, 6th ed. (Boston: Vedford/St. Martin’s, 2000)
NOTES

Note #1: Assignments are due at the beginning of class on the due date. Any missed assignment or unexcused exam absence is subject to an automatic failing grade for the course (in other words, you cannot pass the class unless you do all of the work!). Late written assignments will be graded down one full letter grade for each day late. A paper handed in five minutes after the deadline is considered a day late. If you anticipate missing an exam or a paper deadline, consult with the instructor as soon as possible.

 

Note #2: Though students are encouraged to study together and assist one another in learning the material, it is assumed that you have done your own work. In short, DON'T CHEAT AND DON'T PLAGIARIZE. PLEASE NOTE THAT ANY VIOLATION OF THE CODE OF ACADEMIC INTEGRITY MEANS THE STUDENT'S IMMEDIATE FAILURE IN THE COURSE, AS WELL AS POSSIBLE SUBSEQUENT ACADEMIC DISCIPLINARY ACTION.

Note #3: On writing standards. Students should follow a standard manual of style in the preparation of written work, such as Kate L. Turabian, A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses, and Dissertations (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 6th edition [or later], revised by John Grossman and Alice Bennett, 1996). And, on writing in English in general, students are advised to consult William Strunk, Jr. and E. B. White, The Elements of Style (New York: Macmillan, Third edition [or later], 1979). 

3. Class Schedule: Topics and Readings
Note: The items marked with an asterisk * indicate required readings whereas those without an asterisk recommended ones.
Week 1 (August 31) Course Introduction and Overview 
Since it is for an obvious reason unrealistic to expect students to attend the first session with assigned reading completed, I have not assigned reading materials for the first week. Instead, I will deliver a short lecture on the evolution of IR theory, in addition to course introduction and class organization. 
Week 2 (September 7) What Is "Theory"? 

*Chapter 1 [VK: 1-28]

*James Rosenau, "Thinking Theory Thoroughly" [VK: 29-38]
*Kenneth Waltz, Theory of International Politics (Reading, MA.: Addison-Wesley, 1979), Chapter 1 “Laws and Theories” (pp. 1-17).

John Lewis Gaddis, "History, Theory, and Common Ground" [MS: 11-18]
Stephen Walt, "International Relations: One World, Many Theories" [MS: 4-11]

Kenneth Waltz, "Theory and International Politics - Being a Political Theorist" 2nd page of interview with Harry Kreisler, Conversations with History, Institute of International Studies, UC Berkeley. February 10, 2003.  http://globetrotter.berkeley.edu/people3/Waltz/waltz-con2.html
Stephen Van Evera, Guide to Methods for Students of Political Science (Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 1997), Chapter 1. 
Week 3 (September 14) Levels of Analysis

*Kenneth Waltz, "Explaining War" [VK: 130-145]

*Robert Putnam, "Diplomacy and Domestic Politics: The Logic of Two-Level Games," International Organization 42: 3 (1988): 427-460. http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0020-8183%28198822%2942%3A3%3C427%3ADADPTL%3E2.0.CO%3B2-K
J. David Singer, “The Level-of-Analysis Problem in International Relations,” World Politics 14: 1 (1961): 77-92.

Kenneth Waltz, Man, the State, and War (New York: Columbia University Press, 1959).

Kenneth Waltz, "Theory and International Politics - A Theory of International Politics" 3rd page of interview with Harry Kreisler, Conversations with History, Institute of International Studies, UC Berkeley. February 10, 2003. http://globetrotter.berkeley.edu/people3/Waltz/waltz-con3.html
Week 4 (September 21) The Theoretical Roots of Realism
*Chapter 2 [VK: 55-88]
*Thucydides, "The Melian Dialogue" [VK: 100-105]

*Niccolo Machiavelli, "On Princes and the Security of Their States" [VK: 105-108]

*Thomas Hobbes, "Of the Natural Condition of Mankind" [VK: 108-111]

Carl von Clausewitz, "War as an Instrument of Policy" [MS: 297-300]. 
Hans Morgenthau, "A Realist Theory of International Relations," and "Political Power"
[MS: 49-53]
Hans Morgenthau, "The Balance of Power," "Different Methods of the Balance of Power," and "Evaluation of the Balance of Power" [MS: 124-129]
Week 5 (September 28) Realism (Note: This week’s class is, hopefully, to be held outdoors. Therefore, presenters are asked to prepare and distribute their handouts to colleague students instead of power point presentation.)
*Chapter 2 [VK: 55-88]
*Robert Gilpin, "War and Change in World Politics" [VK: 145-153]

*Robert O. Keohane, "Theory of World Politics: Structural Realism and Beyond" [VK: 153-183]
*Kenneth Waltz, Theory of International Politics (Reading, MA.: Addison-Wesley, 1979), Chapter 5 “Political Structure” (pp. 79-101).
John Ruggie, "Continuity and Transformation in the World Polity: Toward a Neorealist Synthesis," World Politics 35: 2 (1983): 261-85.
Hedley Bull, "Does Order Exist in World Politics?" [VK: 127-30]
Kenneth Waltz, "Theory and International Politics" pages 4-6 of interview with Harry Kreisler, Conversations with History, Institute of International Studies, UC Berkeley. February 10, 2003. http://globetrotter.berkeley.edu/people3/Waltz/waltz-con4.html
Robert Jervis, "The Compulsive Empire" [MS: 138-141]

Paul Huth, Christopher Gelpi and D. Scott Bennett, "The Escalation of Great Power Militarized Disputes: Testing Rational Deterrence Theory and Structural Realism," American Political Science Review 87: 3 (1993): 609-623. http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0003-0554%28199309%2987%3A3%3C609%3ATEOGPM%3E2.0.CO%3B2-A
George F. Kennan, "The Sources of Soviet Conduct" [MS: 28-33]
Thomas C. Schelling, "The Diplomacy of Violence" [MS: 301-309]
Robert Jervis, "Cooperation under the Security Dilemma" [MS: 309-322]
John Mearsheimer, "Anarchy and the Struggle for Power" [MS: 54-72]
Week 6 (October 5) No Class due to Chusok Break

Week 7 (October 12) Realism and Its Critique

*Steven L. Lamy, ‘Contemporary Mainstream Approaches: Neo-realism and Neo-liberalism,’ in John Baylis and Steve Smith, eds., The Globalization of World Politics: An Introduction to International Relations, 2nd edition (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2001), pp. 182-199.

*Robert Powell, "Anarchy in International Relations Theory: the Neorealist-Neoliberal Debate," International Organization 48 (2), 1994.
Joseph S. Nye Jr., “Neorealism and Neoliberalism,” World Politics 40: 2 (1988): 235-51.
Helen Milner, “International Theories of Cooperation among Nations: Strengths and Weaknesses,” World Politics 44: 3 (1992): 466-94.
R. Keohane, ed., Neorealism and its Critics (New York: Columbia University Press, 1986).
D. Baldwin, ed., Neorealism and Neoliberalism: The Contemporary Debate (New York: Columbia University Press, 1993).
C. W. Kegley Jr., ed., Controversies in International Relations: Realism and the Neoliberal Challenge (New York: St. Martin’s Press, 1995).
J. Grieco, "Anarchy and the Limits of Cooperation: A Realist Critique of the Newest Liberal Institutionalism," International Organization 42: 3 (1988): .
R. Powell, "Absolute and Relative Gains in International Relations Theory," American Political Science Review 85: 4 (1991).
Richard K. Ashley and R. B. J. Walker, “Speaking the Language of Exile: Dissident Thought in International Studies,” International Studies Quarterly 34: 3 (1990): 259-68.

Week 8 (October 19) Midterm Exam

Week 9 (October 26) Liberalism 

*Chapter 3 [VK: 199-205, 210-219, 219-225]
*Robert O. Keohane and Joseph Nye Jr., "Realism and Complex Interdependence" [VK: 307-319]
*Andrew Moravcsik, "Taking Preferences Seriously: A Liberal Theory of International Politics" [VK: 246-256]
*Michael Doyle, "Liberalism and World Politics" [MS: 73-86. Originally published in American Political Science Review 80:4 (1986): 1151-1169]
Ernst Haas, "Multilateralism, Knowledge and Power" [VK: 319-331]

John Ruggie, "Multilateralism: The Anatomy of an Institution" [VK: 331-340]
Dale Copeland, "A Realist Critique of the English School," Review of International Studies 29: 3 (2003): 427-441. http://journals.ohiolink.edu/cgi-bin/sciserv.pl?collection=journals&journal=02602105&issue=v29i0003
Hugo Grotius, "War, Peace, and the Law of Nations" [VK: 410-15]
Immanuel Kant, "Morality, Politics, and Perpetual Peace" [VK: 415-422]
Immanuel Kant, "To Perpetual Peace: A Philosophical Sketch" [MS: 20-24]

Week 10 (November 2) Theories of Foreign Policy Decision Making 

“13 Days” (Video Presentation)

*Chapter 3 [VK: 205-10]

*Robert Jervis, "Perception and Misperception in International Politics" [VK: 257-69]

*Ole Holsti, "Crisis Decision Making" [VK: 269-80]

*Graham Allison, "Conceptual Models and the Cuban Missile Crisis" [VK: 280-97]

Judith Goldstein and Robert Keohane, "Ideas and Foreign Policy" [VK: 297-306]

Margaret G. Hermann and Joe D. Hagan, "International Decision Making: Leadership Matters" [MS: 182-188]

Week 11 (November 9) Marxism and World-System Theories

*Chapter 4 [VK: 341-47, 347-60]

*Stephen Hobden and Richard Wyn Jones, "Marxisit Theories of International Relations," in John Baylis and Steve Smith, eds., The Globalization of World Politics: An Introduction to International Relations, 2nd edition (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2001), pp. 200-23.
*Immanuel Wallerstein, "Patterns and Perspectives of the Capitalist World-Economy" [VK: 369-377]

Immanuel Wallerstein, The Modern World System, Vol. 1 (New York: Academic Press, 1974).
Karl Marx and Friederich Engels (1848). The Communist Manifesto. Chapter I: "Bourgeois and Proletarians" and Chapter II: "Proletarians and Communists" http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1848/communist-manifesto 

Friederich Engels (1847). "The Principles of Communism" http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1847/11/prin-com.htm
John Hobson, "The Economic Taproot of Imperialism" [VK: 365-68]

Craig Murphy, "International Organization and Industrial Change" [VK: 383-96]
Vincent Ferraro (1996). "Dependency Theory: An Introduction" http://www.mtholyoke.edu/acad/intrel/depend.htm
Andre Gunder Frank, "The Development of Underdevelopment" [MS: 86-93]

Immanuel Wallerstein, "The Rise and Future Demise of the World Capitalist System: Concepts for Comparative Analysis" [MS: 130-138]
Week 12 (November 16) Feminist Theory 

*J. Ann Tickner, "What Is Your Research Program? Some Feminist Answers to International Relations Methodological Questions," International Studies Quarterly 49: 1 (2005): 1-21.
*J. Ann Tickner, "You Just Don’t Understand: Troubled Engagements between Feminists and IR Theorists," International Studies Quarterly 41: 4 (1997): 611-632.

*Jan Jindy Pettman, "Gender Issues," in John Baylis and Steve Smith, eds., The Globalization of World Politics: An Introduction to International Relations, 2nd edition (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2001), pp. 582-98.

*Niccolo Machiavelli, The Prince and The Discourses, translated by Luigi Ricci (New York: Modern Library, 1950), Chapter XXV (pp. 91-94).

J. Ann Tickner, "Man, the State, and War: Gendered Perspectives on National Security" [MS: 94-101]
Cynthia Enloe, "The Personal is International" [MS: 202-206]
Cynthia Enloe, Bananas, Beaches, and Bases: Making Sense of International Politics (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1989).

Christine Sylvester, "Feminist Theory and Gender Studies in International Relations" International Studies Notes, 16/17, 3/1:32-38 (Fall 1991/Winter 1992) http://www.isanet.org/sections/ftgs/femir.html
Christine Sylvester, Feminist Theory and International Relations in Postmodern Era (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1994).

J. Ann Tickner, Gender in International Relations (New York: Columbia University Press, 1992).

V. Spike Peterson, Gendered States: Feminist (Re)Visions of International Relations Theory (Boulder: Lynne Rienner, 1992).

M. Zalewski, "Feminist Theory and IR," in M. Bowker and R. Brown, eds., From Cold War to Collapse: Theory and World Politics in the 1980s (New York: Columbia University Press, 1993).
Birgit Locher and Elisabeth Prugl, "Feminism and Constructivism: Worlds Apart or Sharing the Middle Ground?" International Studies Quarterly 25: 1 (2001): 111-29.
Week 13 (November 23) Critical Theory and Postmodern Theory
*A. Linklater, "The Achievement of Critical Theory," in Steve Smith, Ken Booth, and Marysia Zalewski., eds., International Theory: Positivism and Beyond (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1996).
*Andrew Linklater, Beyond Realism and Marxism: Critical Theory and International Relations (New York: St. Martin’s Press, 1990).

*Richard K. Ashley, “The Poverty of Neorealism,” in Robert O. Keohane, ed., Neorealism and its Critics (New York: Columbia University Press, 1986), pp. 255-300.
*Jim George and David Campbell, “Patterns of Dissent and the Celebration of Difference: Critical Social Theory and International Relations,” International Studies Quarterly 34: 3 (1990): 269-93.

Jim George, Discourses of Global Politics: A Critical (Re)Introduction to International Relations (Boulder: Lynne Rienner, 1994), esp. pp. 139-231.
H. Patomki and C. Wight, "After Postpositivism? The Promises of Critical Realism," International Studies Quarterly 44: 2 (2000).
Week 14 (November 30) Constructivism (Note: Literature Review/Theory Paper Due)
*Alexander Wendt, "Anarchy Is What States Make of It: The Social Construction of Power Politics" [VK: 434-59]

*John Gerald Ruggie, "What Makes the World Hang Together? Neo-Utilitarianism and the Social Constructivist Challenge" International Organization 52: 4 (1998): 855-885. http://ninetta.ingentaselect.com/vl=1256048/cl=53/nw=1/rpsv/cw/mitpress/00208183/v52n4/s8/p855
*J. Checkel, "The Constructivist Turn in International Relations Theory," World Politics 50: 2 (1998): 324-48. 
Alexander Wendt, "The Agent-Structure Problem in International Relations Theory," International Organization 41: 3 (1987): 335-70.
Alexander Wendt, Social Theory of International Politics (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1999).
John G. Ruggie, Constructing World Polity (London: Routledge, 1998).
N. Onuf, World of Our Making: Rules and Rule in Social Theory and International Relations (Columbia: University of South Carolina Press, 1989).
Margaret E. Keck & Kathryn Sikkink, "Transnational Advocacy Networks in International Politics" & "Human Rights Advocacy Networks in Latin America" [MS: 222-233].

Steve Smith, "Reflectivist and Constructivist Approaches to International Theory," in John Baylis and Steve Smith, eds., The Globalization of World Politics: An Introduction to International Relations, 2nd edition (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2001), pp. 224-49.
C. Reus-Smit, "The Constitutional Structure of International Society and the Nature of Fundamental Institutions," International Organization 51: 4 (1997): 555-89. 
Week 15 (December 7) Where We Are Now: Assessing the State of the Art of International Relations Studies/Should International Relations Theory Have Practical Applications?

*D. Puchala, "Marking a Weberian Moment: Our Discipline Looks Ahead," International Studies Perspectives 1: 2 (2000): 133-44.
*M. Brecher, "International Studies in the Twentieth Century and Beyond: Flawed Dichotonomies, Synthesis, and Cumulation," International Studies Quarterly 43: 2 (1999): 213-64.
*Y. Lapid, "The Third Debate: On the Prospect of International Theory in a Post-Positivist Era," International Studies Quarterly 33: 3 (1989): 235-54.
Yongho Kim, "Neorealism, Neoliberalism, Constructivisim and Peace on the Korean Peninsula," Asian Perspective 24: 2 (2000).
D. Baldwin, ed., Neorealism and Neoliberalism: The Contemporary Debate (New York: Columbia University Press, 1993).
C. W. Kegley Jr., ed., Controversies in International Relations: Realism and the Neoliberal Challenge (New York: St. Martin’s Press, 1995).
*Randolph M. Siverson, "A Glass Half-Full? No, but Perhaps a Glass Filling: The Contributions of International Politics Research to Policy" PS: Political Science and Politics. March 2000. http://www.apsanet.org/PS/march00/siverson.cfm
Joseph S. Nye, Jr, "Theory and Practice in International Relations," Interview with Harry Kreisler, Conversations with History, Institute of International Studies, UC Berkeley. April 8, 1998. http://globetrotter.berkeley.edu/conversations/Nye/
Nicholas Lemann, "The War on What? The White House and the Debate About Whom to Fight Next," The New Yorker, September 9, 2002. http://www.mtholyoke.edu/acad/intrel/bush/lemann.htm
Week 16 (December 14) Final Exam

