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Course Description 

This course surveys major topics in Eurocentrism(or Westcentrism). The course, which will be mainly conducted in a seminar format, will include a wide range of issues pertaining to Eurocentrism such as its  concept, its evolution, its relationships to liberalism, nationalism, capitalism, democracy, and Asian values and, finally, possible ways to overcome it. The Latter one third of the semester will be devoted to students' presentation of their term papers. 

Course Requirements and Evaluation 

1. Presentations and participation in discussions will be required (20 % of the final grade). 

2. Students will be required to produce at two week intervals 4 four-page essays which will be critical reflections on the readings for that week. These papers must be "turned in" via email no later than 12 noon, Tuesday, before each week's class, both to the instructor and other members of the seminar. It is important that every student have a chance to think about the ideas of his/her classmates before we gather together(20%). 

3. The semi-final term paper is due on Nov. 25 (10-15 page-long, double-spaced). The seminar will devote 3-4 weeks to reviewing students' papers, and then the final paper is due on the last week of classes.  

Students will be encouraged to choose their own topic of interest in advance as to prove their awareness and understanding of the issues  related to Eurocentrism(60%). 

Tentative Class Schedule and Text & Requisites 

Week 1(8/30)  Introduction - General Briefing 

Week 2-4(9/6-9/20)  The Concept of Eurocentrism 

Amin, Samir. 1989. Eurocentrism. New York: Monthly Review Press. 

Francis Barker, Peter Hume, Margaret Iversen and Dinan Loxley. eds. Europe and Its Others. Vol. 1, 89-106. Colchester: University of Essex. 

*Blaut. J.M. 1993. The Colonizer's Model of the World. New York: The  Guilford Press.(1-49) 

Cesaire, Aime. 1972. Discourse on Colonialism. New York: Monthly  Review Press. 

Chen, Xiaomei. 1995. Occidentalism. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

Choi, Chungmoo. 1993. “The Discourse of Decolonization and Popular Memory: South Korea.” Position 1:1 (Spring), 77-102. 

*Kang, Jung In. unpub. "Eurocentrism(or Westcentrism) as the Global Identity of the European Civilization" (A Paper Presented at the ISSEI 2006 Malta Conference, July 24-29, 2006). 

Nafissi, Mohammad R. 1998. "Reframing Orientalism: Weber and Islam." Economy and Society 27:1 (February), 97-118. 

Nederveen Pieterse, Jan and Bhikhu Parekh. 1995. The decolonization of imagination: Culture, Knowledge and Power. London: Zed Books. 

Nederveen Pieterse, Jan and Bhikhu Parekh. 1995. “Shifting  imaginaries: decolonisation, internal decolonisation, postcoloniality.” Nederveen Pieterse and Parekh (1995), 1-19. 

O'Callaghan, Marion. 1995. “Continuities in imagination.” Nederveen  Pieterse and Parekh (1995), 22-42. 

*The Oxford English Dictionary (1989), "Eurocentrism." (Vol. 5) Oxford: Clarendon. 

*Rattansi, Ali. 1997. “Postcolonialism and its discontents.” Economy and Society 26:4 (November), 480-500. 

Said, Edward W. 1985. “Orientalism Reconsidered.” Francis Barker, Peter Hume, Margaret Iversen and Dinan Loxley. eds. Europe and Its Others. Vol. 1, 14-27. Colchester: University of Essex. 

*Shohat, Ella and Robert Stam. 1994. Unthinking Eurocentrism, 1-8,  13-54. London and New York: Routledge. 

Sivan, Emmanuel. 1985. Interpretations of Islam. Princeton: The Darwin Press. (5. “Edward Said and His Arab Reviewers.”) 

Wallerstein, Immanuel. 1997. "Eurocentrism and its Avatars: The Dilemmas of Social Science." New Left Review 226 (Nov./Dec.), 93-107. 

*Young, Robert. 1990. White Mythologies: Writing History and the West. New York: Routledge. (1-20) 

Week 5(9/27) Eurocentrism, Sinocentrism and Japanism 

Fairbank, J. K. 1968. The Chinese World Order: The Traditional Chna’s Foreign Relations. Cambridge: Harvard University Press. 

Morley, David and Kevin Robins. 1995. Spaces of Identity: Global Media, Electronic Landscapes and Cultural Boundaries. New York: Routledge. 

Robertson, Roland. 1990. “Japan and the USA: the interpretation of national identities and the debate about orientalism.” Nicholas Abercrombie et. al., eds., Dominant Ideologies. 182-198. London: Unwin Hyman. 

Week 6-7(10/4-10/11) The Origin and Evolution of Eurocentrism 

Aristotle. 1979. The Politics of Aristotle. ed. and tr. Ernest Barker. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
Bernal, Martin. 1987, 1993. Black Athena. 2 vols. New Brunswick:  Rutgers University Press. I, 3-22. 

Bull, Hedley & Adam Watson. eds. 1984. The Expansion of International  Society. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

*Delanty, Gerard. 1995. Inventing Europe. London: Macmillan. (1-29,  84-99) 

Donnelly, Jack. 1998. "Human rights: a new standard of civilization?" International Affairs 74:1, 1-24. 

*Gong, Gerrit W. The Standard of 'Civilization' in International  Society. 1984, Oxford: Clarendon Press. (3-23, 130-200). 

*Hall, Stuart. 1992. “The West and the Rest.” Stuart Hall and Bram  Gieben, ed. Formations of Modernity, 276-331. Cambridge: Polity. 

Howard, Michael. “The Military Factor in European Expansion.” Bull and  Watson (1984), 33-42. 

*Robertson, Roland. 1990.“Japan and the USA: the interpretation of  national identities and the debate about orientalism.” Abercrombie, Nicholas et al, eds. Dominant Ideologies. 182-98. Unwin Hyman. 

*Taylor, Peter J. 2000. “Ization of the World: Americanization, Modernization and Globalization.” Colin Hay and David Marsh, eds. Demystifying Globalization, 49-70. Polis, UK.: University of Birmingham. 

Todorov, Tzvetan. 1984. The Conquest of America: the Question of the Other. New York: Harper & Row. 

Wolf, Eric R. 1982. Europe and the People without History. Berkeley  and Los Angeles: University of California Press. 

Week 8(10/18) Capitalism and Eurocentrism 

Frank, Andre Gunder. 1995. “The Modern World System Revisited: Rereading Braudel and Wallerstein” Stephen K. Sanderson, ed., Civilizations and World Systems,  163-194. Walnut Creek, London, and New Delhi: Altamira 

______. 1998. Reorient: Global Economy in the Asian Age. Berkeley: University of California Press. 

Wallerstein, Immanuel. 1997. "Eurocentrism and its Avatars: The Dilemmas of Social Science." New Left Review 226 (Nov./Dec.), 93-107. 

Week 9(10/25)  Liberalism and Eurocentrism 

*Parekh, Bhikhu. 1995. “Liberalism and Colonialism.” Nederveen  Pieterse and Parekh (1995), 81-98. 

*Parekh, Bhikhu. 1996. “Moral Philosophy and its Anti-Pluralist Bias.” in David Archard,  ed. Philosophy and Pluralism. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

Tully, James. 1993. An Approach to Political Philosophy: Locke in Contexts. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

Week 10(11/1) Nationalism and Eurocentrism 

*Chatterjee, Partha. 1986. Nationalist Thought and the Colonial  World: A Derivative Discourse?  London: Zed Books for the U.N.  University. 

Week 10-11(11/1-11/8) Eurocentrism and Democracy: Confucianism and Christianity 
*Bell, Daniel. 1995. "Democracy in Confucian Societies: The Challenge of Justification." Daniel Bell et al., Towards Illiberal Democracy in Pacific Asia, 17-40. New York: St. Martin's. 

*Friedman, Edward. 1994. “Democratization: Generalizing the East Asian Experience.” Friedman, ed. The Politics of Democratization: Generalizing East Asian Experiences, 19-57. Boulder: Westview Press. 

*Fukuyama, Francis. 1995. “Confucianism and Democracy.” Journal of Democracy 6:2 (April), 20-33. 

*Halperin, Sandra. 1997. In the Mirror of the Third World. Ithaca and London: Cornell University Press. 

*Huntington, Samuel P. 1991. The Third Wave. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press. 

Inoue, Tatsuo. 1999. “Liberal Democracy and Asian Orientalism.” Joanne R. Bauer and Daniel A. Bell, eds. The East Asian Challenge for Human Rights, 27-50. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

*Kang, Jung In. 1999: “Confucianism and Democracy in East Asia: A Critique of Samuel P. Huntington’s Third Wave” Korea Journal 39:3 (Autumn), 316-37. 

Kim, Yung-Myung. 1997. “‘Asian-Style Democracy’: A Critique from East Asia.” Asian Survey 37:12 (December), 1119-1134. 

Neher, Clark D. 1994. “Asian Style Democracy.” Asian Survey 34:11 (November), 949-61. 

Week 11(11/8)Contemporary Korean Political Thought in Light of Eurocentrism 

Kang, Jung In. 2000. “Some Reflections on Recent Democratization in South Korea.” Korea Journal  40:2 (Summer 2000), 195-224. 

Kang, Jung In. 2005. “The Dilemma of Korean Conservatism.” Korea Journal 45:1 (Spring), 203-232. 

Kang, Jung In. 2006. 정치학의 폐해 

Parekh, Bhikhu. 1992. “The Poverty of Indian Political Theory.” History of Political Thought 13:3 (Autumn), 535-560. 

Week 12(11/15) Asian Values and Eurocentrism 

de Bary, Wm Theodore. 1998. Asian Values and Human Rights. Cambridge: Harvard University Press. 

*Emmerson, Donald. K. 1995. “Singapore and the ‘Asian Values’ Debate.” Journal of Democracy 16 (Oct.), 95-105. 

Funabashi, Yoich. 1993. "The Asianization of Asia." Foreign Affairs 72:5 (September/October), 75-85. 

*Huntington, Samuel P. 1996. The Clash of Civilizations and the Remaking of World Order. New York: Simon & Schuster. 

*Kang, Jung In. 2004. "The Cultural Identity of East Asia in the Age of Globalization: Westcentrism and Asian Values.” The Korean Journal of International Relations 44:5, 109-134 (2004.12.30). 

Moody Peter R, Jr. 1996. "Asian Values." Journal of International Affairs 50:1 (Summer), 166-92. 

*Yamazaki, Masakazu. 1996. "Asia, a Civilization in the Making." Foreign Affairs 75 (July/August), 106-18. 

Week 13(11/22)  Is There Any Way to Overcome Eurocentrism?: How Will  It Be? 

*Chakrabarty, Dipesh. 1992. “Provincializing Europe: Postcoloniality and the Critique of History.” Cultural Studies 6:3, 337-57. 

Dirlik, Arif. 1994. “The Postcolonial Aura: Third World Criticism in the Age of Global Capitalism.” Critical Inquiry 20:2 (Winter), 328-356. 

*Dussel, Enrique. 1998. “Beyond Eurocentrism.” Fredric Jameson and Masao Miyoshi, eds. The Cultures of Globalization, 3-31. Durham: Duke University Press. 

*Kang, Jung In. 2004. "Beyond Eurocentrism: Reexamining Cultural Discourse Strategies to Overcome Eurocentrism in the Context of Polycentric Multiculturalism.” Korean Political Science Review 38:4, 183-200. 

Week 14-16(11/29-12/13). Students Presentation of Their Term Papers 
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