Syllabus I-229 
Environment-Human Rights and International Relations 

Professor: Won-woong Lee (Dept. of Political Science, Kwandong University) 

Mobile: 010-3011-1505 /Office: 031-649-7343 

leeww@kd.ac.kr / homepage: www.kwandong.ac.kr/~leeww 

Course Description 

What are human rights issues in international relations? How can we involve in domestic human rights problems in other countries? What are environmental issues? Is globe warming and how can we handle with the problems? The purpose of the course is to provide you with a better understanding of the environment as well as human rights issues in world politics. The course focuses on: 
· Understanding the complexity and global aspect of the environmental issues in terms of effects and interdependency. 
· Understanding the normative aspect of international relations regarding human rights issues. 

· Understanding different actors, views and approaches on the issues mainly from division of three schools. 
· A picture of the evolving relations among global actors including states and the developments of international regimes that affect the formation of a new global governance. 
· Developing the sense of participation in global issues through various civil society networks.
Through readings, lectures, discussion and role play discussion, you will learn numerous knowledge and different perspectives that will bring about a broader and deeper understanding of these turbulent global issues like environment and human rights.   

Course Requirement 

Students will be evaluated through class participation, 1-page Q&A sheet for reading, presentation assignments, and role play research note. There is no written test. 
· A commitment to reading, active class participation(1-page Q&A sheet) (20%). Every Student is required to complete reading assignments prior to class meetings, to come to class prepared to discuss the readings with completing 1-page short questions and answers sheet. 
· A presentation assignment(20%). Students are assigned to present summary of readings for discussion in each class. 

· Role Play Research Note (20% each X 3: 60%). Students must complete Two research notes for role play discussion. Research notes will vary from two to three pages in length. Each should be typed, double-spaced with no smaller than 10-font size and Times New Roman font. Further information about the role play discussions will be provided early enough, giving the students sufficient time to accomplish their research on time.
The point distribution for all graded work will be as follows: 

A 90-100 /  B+ 85-89 /  B 80-84  /  C+ 75-79  /  C 61-74   /  F below 60 

References 

James G. Speth. 2004. Red sky at morning: America and the crisis of the global environment. Yale University Press. 

Jack Donnelly. 2002. Universal Human Rights in Theory and Practice, 2nd edition. Cornell University Press. 
*Reading assignments for each class will be given to students before the class through e-mail or at the previous class.
Course Schedule 

Week 1: Framework for global issues 
1. Problems 
· Current situation: Global Report by World Watch Institute/ International Human Rights Report by Amnesty International 
· Politics of global issues: Inequalities and economy related aspect of the issues 

· Morality in world politics: Human rights politics and its critics

2. Different Approaches 
· realist approach 

· liberalist approach 

· globalist approach
Part I. Environment Issue in World Politics 
Week 2: Neo-institutionalism and environment issue 
Week 3: Political economy of environment 
Week 4: Global civil society and environment 
Week 5: Environment Regime in Wolrd Politics
Week 6: Research project 
Week 7: Role Play Discussion: Wars on CO₂ 
<Format> 5 teams take each part of the research project and make presentation of their research on the issue, after presentation the class discuss and change ideas to solve the problem. 

1. State-centric Approach: 
· Korean delegation at the Conference on Green Gas regulation 

· U.S. delegation
· NICs delegation(Probably Brazil, Indonesia, India, China, so on)

2. Globalist Approach: 
· NGO delegation(Greenpeace or other activist group)
3. Liberalist Approach 

· Global business delegation(probably from an automobile company like Toyota, Ford etc., or from an energy plant company)
Part II. Politics of Human Rights in World Community 
Week 8: Morality in world politics 
Week 9: International human rights regime 
Week 10: Humanitarian intervention and its critics 
Week 11: Global civil society?---NGO activism in human rights movement 
Week 12: Research project 
Week 13: Role play discussion 
- North Korean Human Rights; Who cares and What? 

<Format> 5 teams take each part of the research topic and make presentation of their result ; the views, logic, and reasons on behalf of their parties and discuss about the best way to solve the issue. 

1. North Korea and/or China 

2. South Korea(delivering a formal policy on the issue) 

3. U.S. (delivering different views of Department of States and Congress) 

4. Human Rights NGOs(Amnesty International and other NGOs) 

5. EU or Japan
Week 14: Role play discussion (Optional)
Comfort Women Issue; In between Past and Future 

Format: The class will be divided into 2 teams and exchange their views on the issue. 
1. Korean NGOs 
2. Japanese NGOs 

