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Issues on Contemporary Global Politics

Fall 2006
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K 539(Tel: 705-8951)
    Office Hours: Thurs. 09:00-12:00, 17:00-18:00
COURSE DESCRIPTION

OBJECTIVE: 
As future global leaders in the age of globalization, GSIS students are required to learn the fundamental principles and mechanics of global politics. The primary goal of this course is to help students to develop analytical skills and conceptual framework for better understanding of current issues on global politics as well as their driving forces and main players.
This class is designed to train students to keep up with current world affairs and to analyze their historical, philosophical and institutional backgrounds so that students could develop analytical and synthetic minds necessary for comprehensive understanding of current global issues. Emphasis will be placed on accumulating practical knowledge and experience to formulate suggestions or solutions for complex problems facing international community. As issues of Contemporary Global Politics are multiple and diversified and interrelated, this course will be interdisciplinary combining various aspects and factors. 
The global issues currently preoccupying the minds of international relations scholars and practitioners include;
· International Security & Peace-Keeping

· Proliferation of weapons of mass destruction

· Terrorism and transnational crimes

· Culture, civilization and religious fundamentalism

· Human rights and humanitarian intervention

· Democratic deficit and failed states

· Poverty & Development assistance 
· Protection of environment

· Global Trade & Investment
· Nationalism, national sentiments and Ideology

This list is by no means exhaustive. Students may suggest other important issues of their choice to discuss in the class. While discussing these issues, we will also examine who are the major players and what are the main driving forces. Depending on the nature of the issues, nation-states, international organizations, NGOs, and private institutions play leading or supporting roles, while competing and cooperating among themselves. 
As for the driving forces, we will see how culture & civilization, ideology, religion, historical legacies, nationalism or national sentiments influences the major players and their policy-making process. 
METHOD:  
The course will be run as half lecture and half seminar. Each session will begin with current world affairs briefing by the instructor, followed by students’ presentations on weekly topics and discussion in the class. Students also may focus on specific regions of their choice in which they have special interest such as the Korean Peninsula or Middle East where one of the hot issues are prominent like nuclear issues of North Korea and Iran or Islamic fundamentalism in the Middle East. Lively interactions between the instructor and students as well as among students are strongly recommended, and challenges to the conventional wisdom will be welcomed. 
Depending on the total number of students, 1 or 2 students will be assigned to write brief discussion papers on weekly topics and/or related issues including current events. The lecturer will assign topics in consultation with students, and announce it at least 2 weeks before the class. The students are required to make a short (20-30 Minutes) presentation based upon their papers to lead off the discussion.

GRADES

· Class participation and discussion papers: 60% of the final grade

· Exams: 40% of the final grade

There will be no midterm exam. For the final, you can either take an exam or write a paper (due at final exam)

Papers: Students who opt to write a paper instead of final exam will have to obtain permission from the instructor with regard to the topic and format of the paper. The final paper should be original, focused and specific, and thought-provoking, not more than 30 pages in length (double spaced).
REQUIRED READINGS

Reading assignments and recommended readings for each class will be announced in advance. Students are strongly encouraged to subscribe for 
E-mail updates from major international news papers and magazines such as IHT, Times, News Week, Foreign Affairs and Foreign Policy etc. 
On every Thursday, the instructor will announce the must-read articles to the students for the following week’s discussion. But students are also encouraged to share good reading materials with the class for their presentation and discussion. 

 Main reference textbook will be The Globalization of World Politics edited by John Baylis and Steve Smith, published by Oxford University Press.(copies will be available at the printing office for nominal fee)
              CLASS SCHDULES (TENTATIVE)

Week 1(Aug.31):  INTRODUCTION AND ORIENTATION

Week 2(Sept. 7):  Globalization of World Politics
Week 3(Sept 14): Theories, Structures and Processes of Global Politics 
Week 4(Sept 21): Regimes and Main Actors of Global Politics
Week 5(Sept.28): International Peace & Security
Week 6(Oct.5): Thanks giving holidays (no class)

Week 7(Oct.12): Proliferation of weapons of mass destruction
Week 8(Oct. 19): Terrorism and Transnational Crimes
Week 9(Oct.26): Global Trade & Investment
Week 10(Nov. 2): Poverty & Development Assistance
Week 11(Nov. 9): Protection of Environment and Sustainable Development
Week 12(Nov.16): Democratic deficit and failed states
Week 13(Nov.23): Human rights and humanitarian intervention

Week 14(Nov. 30): Culture, Civilization and Religious fundamentalism

Week 15(Dec. 7): Nationalism, Ideology & Global Politics
Week 16(Dec.14): FINAL EXAMS or PAPER PRESENTATION
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