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Course Outline

Fall of 2007 promises to be an exciting season for DPRK (Democratic People’s Republic of Korea; North Korea) watchers, as well as for those concerned with security of the Korean Peninsula and Northeast Asia: the new semester begins mere few days after the historic second Inter-Korean summit, and the Six Party Talks is moving at a surprising pace toward the ultimate goal of denuclearizing North Korea—a goal formerly deemed as elusive as the holy grail for more than a decade.  Prospects of officially and legally terminating the Korean War and replacing the half-a-century-old armistice with a permanent peace regime are given serious considerations.  What do these developments mean for the security of East Asia as a whole?  How will North Korea continue to affect the region’s security paradigm?  Once the nuclear crisis is resolved, are the regional players prepared to move beyond look beyond, and to work together for common security? 
Apart from looking into historical contexts and academic analyses of North Korean conundrum, this course aims to give live and fresh perspectives on current issues and to encourage students to interpret daily events on their own.  Students will be required to follow North Korea-related news reportage and be prepared to discuss the events as they occur throughout the semester. 
Course Materials

Printed handouts (available at the outset of semester)
Assignments and Evaluation

Attendance & Participation (35%), Presentation (25%), Final Exam (40%) 
Course Schedule

Week 1 Introduction 

     Course introduction & assignments 

Discussion on South-North Summit (August 28-30, Pyongyang)

Division of the Korean Peninsula and origin of the two Koreas 
           
Week 2 Korean War and Its Geopolitical Implications 


International security environment leading up to/during/following the War


Armistice Agreement and its innate problems 


Birth of ROK-US alliance 

Week 3 Tipping the Balance: Two Koreas, 1970-80’s 
North Korea’s system failure vs. President Park Jung-hee’s economic build-up

North Korea’s military adventurism, reduction of USFK under President Carter


Collapse of the communist bloc and its impact on North Korea

Week 4 First North Korean Nuclear crisis 
North Korea’s energy shortage and pursuit of nuclear energy

North Korea’s withdrawal from IAEA; US-DPRK negotiations

Geneva Agreed Framework and its inherent ambiguity 
Kim Il-Sung’s unexpected demise and power transfer to Kim Jong-Il
Week 5 North Korea’s Foreign Policy I 
Economic and political motivations behind foreign policy 

Transforming nature of its relationships with “communist comrades”
Tactical shift regarding inter-Korean relationship

“Military First” policy

Week 6 North Korea’s Foreign Policy II 

Unprecedented emphasis on improving relationship with US 

Cash-oriented relationship with Japan 
Week 7 Efforts to Engage North Korea in Diplomacy: Did They Work?

Four Party Talks (1996-1999)


KEDO

US-NK talks on missiles and remains recovery
Koizumi’s visit to Pyongyang; Albright’s visit to Pyongyang 

Week 8 “Axis of Evil” and Post 9/11 Dynamics 
“Soprano State”: North Korea’s counterfeit, proliferation, terrorism activities 

Differing priorities of President George W. Bush and President Kim Dae Jung

Demographic and sentimental shifts in South Korea

Week 9 Second Nuclear Crisis (2002-present) and Six Party Talks  


Up-to-date materials 
Week 10 Other Security Threats Posed by North Korea 
Proliferation—are PSI and maritime sanctions effective?

Testing of long-range missiles 

North Korean trans-border refugees (e.g. movie “Typhoon”)
Food shortage, ecological crisis, mini-Chernobyl in the offing? 

Week 11 Whither North Korea?: Regime Change vs. Reform Debate Redux 

North Korean trans-border refugees (movie “Typhoon” with Jang Dong Gun)

Human rights abuse—discussions on Natan Sharanky’s “Case for Democracy” 

Issue of Geumgangsan Tourism project and Gaesong Industrial Complex 
Week 12 To Reunify or Not? That is the Question. 
Justifying costs of unification

Case study of German reunification—can it be applied to Korean Peninsula?
Security ramifications for Northeast Asia and US: intersecting interests of the four powers (US, Russia, China, Japan) vis-à-vis unification
Week 13 Changing Security Environment on the Peninsula and Beyond
Readjusting the ROK-US alliance

Japan’s movement toward “normal state” and consequent strengthening of Japan-US alliance 

China’s “Peaceful Rise”
Russia under Putin—its petroleum money and re-establishment as a superpower 

Iraqi situation and US foreign policy 
Week 14 The Long and Winding Road Toward Northeast Asian Security Cooperation
Study of EU-model security cooperation

cf) East Asian Summit, APEC, NEACD, ARF 
Energy (gas, oil) cooperation in Northeast Asia 
Realizing economic community (e.g. East Asian Central Bank, financial institutions, common currency monitoring system)

Week 15 Guest Speaker (To Be Determined)
Week 16 Final Exam 
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