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Introduction to East Asia: Politics, History and Culture
This graduate seminar course offers an introductory survey of the modern politics, history, and culture of East Asia (from circa 1800 to the present day), covering China, the Koreas, Japan, and Taiwan.  After a brief introduction to East Asia’s cultures and states during the pre-modern and early modern periods, we will focus on the impact of colonialism and nationalism on the region’s peoples and on the post-colonial integration of the region into a globalizing world.
Requirements: 

Students will be required to produce at two-week intervals 6 four-page papers (papers should be double-spaced, 11 or 12 point font, with 1 inch margins) which will be critical reflections on all of the readings for that week. These papers must be “turned in” via email no later than 12 noon, Monday, before each week’s class, both to me and to the other members of the class. It is important that every student have a chance to think about the ideas of his/her classmates before we gather together. There will also be a final essay due at the end of the semester. Class participation and attendance are crucial to achieving the learning objectives for the course and performing well in the seminar.
* Six Critical Analysis Essays: 10% each

* Final Essay:  20%

* Class Participation: 20%

Missed Classes Policy: Regular class attendance is required. If you have to miss a class for a medical or other authorized reason, please clear with me beforehand.

Required Texts:

A course reader is available at the Copy Center on the 3rd Floor. Additional readings also will be available throughout the semester at the Copy Center.
Week 1 (Mar. 6):
Preliminaries and Background 

Week 2 (Mar. 13):
Hey You Asians! Concept of Asia and Asianness
Week 3 (Mar. 20):
Western Imperialism and the End of the Sinocentric Order
Week 4 (Mar. 27):
Japan and the West: Modernization and Imperial Formation
Week 5 (Apr. 3):
Korea, China: Responses to Modernity and Colonialism
Week 6 (Apr. 10):
The Pacific War and American Occupation
Week 7 (Apr. 17):
Communist Revolution and Chinese Modernization
Week 8 (Apr. 24):
Capitalist Development in East Asia: Dragons, Tigers, and Miracles?

Week 9 (May 1):
Democratization and Decolonization
Week 10 (May 8):
Burying Communism: Market Reform and Capitalist Integration

Week 11 (May 15): 
NO CLASS

Week 12 (May 22):
Globalization and Cultures I: Transnational Asia or National Entrenchment?
Week 13 (May 29):
Globalization and Cultures II: Korea and Japan
Week 14 (Jun. 5):
On the Pain of Extinction: Ruins of Socialism, Tracks of Capitalism
Week 15 (Jun. 12):
Asia and its Futures
FINAL PAPERS DUE

