Korean Society & Culture
Fall 2007

Tuesday 9:00-12:00 AM
Instructor: Jeongsuk Joo                                                                                        

Email: jjoo2007@gmail.com                                                                                                                   

Office Hours: Tuesdays, 
                       12:00-1:00 PM or by appointment

Texts: Selected Articles or Book Chapters (course packet)
Course Description                                                                                             

This course aims to examine and analyze Korean society and culture in order to understand the various dynamics and forces that have been affecting Korea. The aim of this course is not just see how these dynamics and forces have been shaping Korea, but also how Korea and Koreans have actively responded to and shaped them. In particular, the course will first examine some of the “key” aspects of Korean society such as the country’s tradition and culture, its rapid industrialization, democratization, and nationalism. We will examine how these forces have unleashed the constant changes that are felt throughout Korean society today. Moving to the 1990s, the course will focus on how the forces of globalization have been affecting Korean society and culture in multiple ways, complicating what constitutes Korea and Koreans, and how Koreans have responded to these forces. We will be also looking at the changes in contemporary Korean culture and how the global and the local interact in the making of Korean culture. 

Course Requirements
The class will have discussion and presentations on these topics and you will be asked to speak out in the class. Students also must read all the reading assignments before class in order to participate in and fully understand class discussion. 
Response Papers (20): Students are required to write 3 response papers during the duration of this course. These must be handed in to me on the day they are due. No late work or submission via email will be accepted unless you have acceptable written excuse. 
Presentation (10): Depending on the size of the class, each student will have one or two presentation in this class. Sign-ups and details will be discussed further. 
Class Participation (10): Class participation, along with presentation, is absolutely important to demonstrate that you have read and understand the reading assignments. Poor participation will negatively affect your final grade. 
Exams (Midterm 20; Final 30): Midterm and final exams cover topics and concepts discussed in the class. 

Attendance (10): Attendance is important. A point will be deducted from your final grade if you are absent from class without an acceptable written excuse. If you are late to recitation, it will be counted as an absence.
Course Schedule
August 28   

Introduction of class. Discussion about Korean society and culture.
September 4  

Korean Traditions and Culture

Reading: “Traditional Culture and Society,” (1997) in John H. Koo & Andrew C. Nahm (eds), An Introduction to Korean Culture
September 11   

Korean Nationalism and Japanese Colonization
Reading: Gi-Wook Shin (2006) “Colonial Racism and Nationalism,” in Gi-Wook Shin, Ethnic Nationalism in Korea: Genealogy, Politics, and Legacy, 41-57.

September 18
Korea’s Compressed Industrialization
Reading: Bruce Cumings (1997) “Korea Sun Rising: Industrialization: 1953-1996,” in Bruce Cumings, Korea’s Place in the Sun, 299-336.
The 1st response paper is due

September 25   

Ch’usŏk (NO CLASS)
October 2   

Culture of Industrialization

Reading: Sheila Miyoshi Jager, “Park Chung-hee’s Agrarian Heroes,” in Sheila Miyoshi Jager, Narratives of Nation Building in Korea, 77-96. 

October 9 
Korea’s Democratization
Reading: Bruce Cumings (1997), “The Virtues, II: The Democratic Movement, 1960-1996.” in Bruce Cumings, Korea’s Place in the Sun, 337-393.
October 16
Midterm Exam 

October 23 

Culture of Democratization in Korea
Reading: Gi-Wook Shin (2006) “Nation, History, Politics,” in Gi-Wook Shin, Ethnic Nationalism in Korea: Genealogy, Politics, and Legacy, 166-181.

The 2nd response paper is due
October 30
Modernization and Its Discontents 

Reading: Chang Kyung-Sup (1999) “Compressed Modernity and Its Discontents: South Korean Society in Transition,” Economy and Society, 28 (1): 30-55.

November 6
Globalization and Korean Society 

Reading: Gi-Wook Shin (2006) “Between Nationalism and Globalization,” in Gi-Wook Shin, Ethnic Nationalism in Korea: Genealogy, Politics, and Legacy, 204-221. 
November 13
Bak, Sangmee (2004), “Negotiating National and Transnational Identities through Consumption Choices,” Review of Korean Studies, 7(2): 33-52.
Bak, Sangmee (2005), “From Strange Bitter Concoction to Romantic Necessity: The Social History of Coffee Drinking in South Korea,” Korea Journal, 37-59. 
The 3rd response paper is due
November 20
John Feffer (2005), “Korean Food, Korean Identity: The Impact of Globalization on Korean Agriculture,” 1-54.   
November 27
Korean Identity in the Context of Globalization 

Reading: Jeon, Jaeho (2005) “Changes in the Korean Identity in the Globalization Era,” Korea Focus. 

http://koreafocus.or.kr/essays/view.asp?volume_id=41&content_id=205&category=G 
December 4
Cultural Production in Korea
Reading: Michael Robinson (2005) “Contemporary Cultural Production in Korea: Vanishing Meta-Narratives of Nation,” in Chi-Yun Shin and Julian Stringer (eds), New Korean Cinema, 15-31
Chris Berry (2003), “What’s Big about the Big Film?: ‘De-Westernizing’ the Blockbuster in Korea and China,” in Julian  Stringer (ed.), Movie Blockbusters, 217-29.
December 11
Final Exam

Please note that this syllabus is subject to change. 

Contemporary Korean Society and Culture
How to Write a Response Paper

· Response papers must be typed and double spaced (Times New Roman, 12 pt.)

· No late annotation response and no email submission will be accepted unless you have an original documented written excuse. 

· Please make sure to follow the format on the template sheet (very important) and include information in all fields (please label each section).

· Do not copy the sentences from the article without giving the author due credits.

1. Course Title

2. Student Name
3. Author/Title of the Article
4. Topic of Article: What was this article about? Summarize the article in 3 sentences, including all major points.

5. Major Ideas and/or Findings Presented in the Article: Detail at least 3 main points in complete sentences. Each point should be at least 3 sentences long—1 sentence to state the major point and 2 sentences for further details. (If you feel you need to include more main points, feel free to do so)
6. Response & Comments: This is where you get to tell me what you think about the article. Do not repeat the information already presented in the above sections or in the article.  Tell me what you think and what strike you most as related to major topics of the article.  You do not have to like the article, but even though you do not like the article, do not trash it, try to see what you have learned that you would otherwise not know (the article is not always meant to entertain you). Some suggestions are (but do not limit yourself to these suggestions): 

· What was interesting about the article? 

· What did you learn that you would otherwise not know? 

· Back your statements with solid evidence. In other words, prove it by using quotes and citing information from the article or other textbooks. 

· Make sure your statements are clearly understood

· Pick one or two points which strike you most and write about them in detail.

The last section should be at the very least a full page double spaced.  
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