Introduction to Contemporary Japan 
Fall Semester, 2006 
(Sogang University) 

■ Course Objectives 

This course aims at extending the understanding of Contemporary Japan since 1945, and also providing analytical tools to prescribe and predict the current issues concerned with Japanese military and economic policies. We will examine the various aspects of Japan's domestic and foreign policies. By the end of the semester, each student is supposed to submit a paper which contains his or her own evaluation of contemporary Japan in relation to whatever topic or issue he/she chooses. 

■ Texts and References 

*  Richardson, B., Japanese Democracy: Power, Coordination, and Performance, (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1997)  

- Edward J. Lincoln, Troubled Times: U.S.-Japan Trade Relations in the 1990. (Washington, D.C.: Brookings Institution Press, 1999) 

* Pempel, T.J, Regime Shift: Comparative Dynamics of the Japanese Political Economy, (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1998) 

- Mouer R. and Sugimoto Y., Images of Japanese Society, (London: Kegan Paul International, 1986) 

■ Homeworks and Evaluations 

＊Summary of articlaes and presentation of term paper   

＊attendance 10%, mid-term exam 30%, summary and presentation 30%, final exam 30% 

■ Course Schedule  

8.31.          Week 1, Class Introduction   

9. 7.         Week 2, Background - Meiji Restoration and the Prewar Japan 

   Richardson, B., and S. Flanagan, Politics in Japan, (Boston: Little, Brown, 1984), pp.1-28 

9.14.         Week 3, American Occupation and Japan's Responses 

   Richardson, B., and S. Flanagan, Politics in Japan, pp.29-69 

   Schaller, M., The American Occupation of Japan, (New York: Oxford University Press, 1985), pp.20-51 

9.21.         Week 4, Political Settings of Postwar Japan - "55 System" 

   Richardson, B., Japanese Democracy, pp.12-73 

   Richardson, B., and S. Flanagan, Politics in Japan, pp.70-116    

9.28.         Week 5, Political Structure of Postwar Japan 

   Richardson, Japanese Democracy, pp.93-151 

   Richardson, B., and S. Flanagan, pp.329-378 

10.5.          Week 6, Explanations of Japan's High Economic Growth 

   Richardson, Japanese Democracy, pp.200-239 

   Johnson, C., MITI and the Japanese Miracle, (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1982), pp.3-34 

   Pempel, T.J., Regime Shift, (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2000), pp.19-80 

   Okimoto, D., Between MITI and the Market, (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1989), pp.1-54 

   Aoki, M., Information, Incentives, and Bargaining in the Japanese Economy, (New York: Cambridge University Press, 1988), pp.7-48 

10.12.          Week 7, Japan-U.S. Trade Conflicts and after    

   Lincoln, E.J., Troubled Times, (Washington, D.C.: Brookings, 1999), pp.1-75; 116-166 

   Schoppa, L.J., Bargaining with Japan, (New York: Columbia University Press, 1997), pp.49-116 

10.19.          Week 8, Explanations of Japanese Society  

   Mouer and Sugimoto, Ch. 2 & 3. 

   Nakane, C., Japanese Society, (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1972)   

   Ishida, H., Social Mobility in Contemporary Japan, (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1993), pp.208-264. 

   Yoshino, K., Cultural Nationalism in Contemporary Japan, (London: Routledge, 1992), pp.9-38, 185-225. 

   

10.26.          Week 9, the 90's (1) - Bubble Burst and the Followings 

   Weinstein, D., "Historical, Structural, and Macroeconomic Perspectives on the Japanese Economic Crisis," in M. Blomstrom and others, eds., Japan's New Economy, (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2001), pp.29-47  

   Hatch, W., and K. Yamamura, Asia in Japan's Embrace, (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1996), pp.3-42 

    

11. 2.          Week 10, the 90's (2) - Collapse of 55 System and Populism 

   Richardson, Japanese Democracy, pp.74-94 

   Pempel, pp.136-168 

   Hrebenar, R.J., Japan's New Party System, (Boulder: Westview Press, 2000), pp.37-58    

11. 9.          Week 11, Japanese Foreign Policy - Cold War Era and after 

   Miyashita, A., "Japanese Foreign Policy: The International-Domestic Nexus," in Beasley, R.K., and others, (eds.), Foreign Policy in Comparative Perspective, (Washington D.C.: CQ Press, 2002), pp.144-169 

   Sudo, S., The Fukuda Doctrine and ASEAN, (Singapore: ISERS, 1992), pp.7-24 

     

11.16.          Week 12, Presentation of Term Paper   

11.23.          Week 13, Presentation of Term Paper   

11.30.          Week 14, Japan in the 21st Century (1) - Domestic Politics  

   Pempel, pp.169-220     

   Hrebenar, R.J., Japan's New Party System, pp.301-308 

12. 7.          Week 15, Japan in the 21st Century (2) - Foreign Policies 

   Asher, D., and A. Smithers, Japan's Key Challenges for the 21st Century, in K.D. Jackson, ed., Asian Contagion, (Boulder: Westview Press, 1999), pp.29-58 

   Nishihara, M., ed., The Japan-U.S. Alliance: New Challenges for the 21st Century, (Tokyo: JCIE, 2000), pp.9-38 

       

