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SOGANG GSIS: Nationalism in East Asia:

The conflict between North Korea and South Korea, the disintegration of the Soviet Union, the creation of the youngest nation-state East Timor, and similar phenomena have signaled the continuing importance of nationalism and at the same time the increasing instability of nations. What are nations? How do they form? Are national identities exclusive, immutable, fixed?  This course will critically investigate the questions of nationalism and cultural identity as they have arisen in East Asia.  In the first part of the course, we will examine seminal texts – coming from disciplines such as anthropology, history, literary studies, and philosophy – that have informed our contemporary understanding of the nation and nationalism and attempt to arrive at a clarification of the subject.  The second part of the course will focus on various nationalist projects as they have unfolded across East Asia in Japan, China, and Korea.  Through thematic comparisons of these cases, we will explore the extent to which non-European nationalisms are modular or derivative; examine the complex relationships between nation and state as well as gender and nation; and investigate how modern nationalist projects provide new ways of synthesizing culture, power, and history. 

Requirements: Students will be required to produce at two week intervals 6 four-page essays which will be critical reflections on the readings for that week. These papers must be “turned in” via email no later than 12 noon, Thursday, before each week’s class, both to me and other members of the seminar. It is important that every student have a chance to think about the ideas of his/her classmates before we gather together.
In addition, a ten-page final essay is due the last week of classes. This paper should address the comparative question of how nationalism differs across the three countries of East Asia. 
Missed Classes Policy: Regular class attendance is required. If you have to miss a class for a medical or other reason, you must submit a short (2 pages) discussion of the readings for the class you missed. Two or more unexcused absences will result in the loss of the participation grade for the course.

Required Texts:

Anderson, Benedict. Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin and Spread of Nationalism. Revised ed. London: Verso, 1991.

Cultural Nationalism in East Asia: Representation and Identity. Ed. Harumi Befu. Berkeley: 


Institute of East Asian Studies, 1993.
Gellner, Ernest. Nations and Nationalism. Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1983. 
Hegel, Georg W. F. The Philosophy of History. Trans. J. Sibree. Buffalo: Prometheus Books, 


1991.

Kayano, Shigeru. Our Land was a Forest: an Ainu Memoir. Trans. Kyoko Selden and Lili Selden.

Boulder: Westview, 1994.

Mapping the Nation.  Edited by Gopal Balakrishnan.  London: Verso, 1996

Other readings are in the course packet. 

Week 1 (Feb. 3):
Preliminaries – organizational meeting
Week 2 (Feb. 9):
Nationalism: the Good and the Bad
Week 3:

The Nation as Imagined
Week 4:

Specters of Comparison-Questioning Modularity

Week 5:

National Narratives:  Japan and China
Week 6:

Nationalism in Korea - a Derivative Discourse?
Week 7:

Race contra Nation?
Week 8:

Subjectivity and Nationhood: Philosophical Considerations
Week 9:

Gendering the Nation
Week 10:

Fetish and National Attachment
Week 11:

Question of Minorities and Majorities

Week 12:

The Divided Nation – From Within, From Without

Week 13:

The Concept of Asia and the Future of Nationalism
Week 14-15:

Paper Presentations
